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Abstract

THE EVOLUTION OF PLA’S “INTEGRATED AIR AND SPACE” MILITARY
STRATEGIC THINKING (1991~2016)

by

Kuo-Chieh Hsu
July 2017

ADVISOR: Shih-Min Chen, Ph.D.
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The military modernization of People’s Liberation Army(PLA) is one of the most
important security issues in Asia Pacific region. “Integrated Air and Space” military
strategy is PLA’s most advancing and threatening strategy. However, Chinese
Government and PLA rarely published the detail of “Integrated Air and Space”
military strategy, including military tactics, military capabilities, the combat system,
etc, in public after the resolution of developing “Integrated Air and Space” military
strategy in the meeting of PLA Central Military Commission. Hence, this research
aims to construct PLA’s integraeted air and space strategy study, deeply analyzing
PLA’s motivation, the concept of strategy, the development of military capabilities,

latest update and the possibly impact in the future.
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This research has found out that PLA had noticed that the development of
“Integrated Air and Space” military strategy is the essential component of PLA’s
informationalized transformation after the impact of Gulf War in 1991. The leaders of
Chinese Communist Party and PLA believed that controlling the space and air
environment could help PLA control the information in the battlefield, giving them
the military superiority. Therefore, PLA had gathered many experts, discussing the
concept of “Integrated Air and Space” military strategy, including combat thinking
and the development of weapons. PLA aimed to build the “Integrated Air and Space”
strategic thinking with Chinese characteristics. PLA had already developed advancing
air and space military technologies, such as satellites, combat airplanes, and missile
capabilities in the age of Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao. In the age of Xinjing Ping, PLA
began the military reform, restructuring PLA, such as the appearance of PLA Rocket
Force, PLA Strategic Support Force, reorganizing PLA’s Central Commission, joint
combat system and new theater commands. PLA had resolved the dispute of the
commanding combat system of “Integrated Air and Space”. PLA might have the basic
“Integrated Air and Space” military capabilities after finishing the military reform and
the development of the advancing weapons with regard to integrated air and space
military capabilities in 2020. With the military capabilities of integrated air and space,
PLA will become the major challenge to the countries and U.S. military bases in Asia

Pacific region, including continent in America.
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