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Abstract

Since ancient times The Zhuangzi has been well respected because of its profound
philosophical insights and brilliant literary skills. These ideas, containing a deep
understanding and interpretation of life and death, reach to readers through ‘“three
modes of discourse” (or “san-yen”). In other words, “three modes of discourse” serve as
the language for Zhuangzi to communicate with his readers. Among all the fables in the
Zhuangzi, " not only have “The Butterfly Dream" and "The Skull Dream" been adapted
more commonly, but they also are the only two dreams that are dreamed by Zhuangzi
himself. However, since "The Butterfly Dream™ has gained more attention within
academic discussion, this thesis focuses on the rewritten texts of "The Skull Dream"
instead.

"The Skull Dream™ is composed of the conversation between Zhuangzi and the
skull. Besides, the rewritten texts also keep conversing with the original text. This thesis
attempts to deal with the adapting history of “The Skull Dream™ from two sides—the
context of the literati and the one of the public, in the hope of discussing how the
rewritten text itself reveals each writer’s own interpretation of Zhuangzi’s idea and
one’s own attitude towards life and death. Through this process, one finds physical and
mental comfort, and the work in turn reflects the background of the time and the spirit
of the poet. To conclude, we may see how the coexistence of high culture and popular
culture, accompanied by its continuous interactions with religion, overall enable the
theme to maintain a lively quality. The rewriting and creating of "The Skull Dream"
shall never cease.

Key words: Zhuangzi, Skeleton, dialogues, The Skull Dream, The Butterfly Dream,

rewriting
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