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Abstract

This is an ethnographic account of how a Pangcah community in Taiwan
recreated herself in response to external politico-economic forces. It investigates how
the Makutaay Pangcah people re-positioned their subjectivity and realized their
visions of living in their indigenous hometown while living under unequal power
relationships.

| analyze the subjectivity and identity formation of the Makutaay and discuss
mainstream modernity discourses from the perspectives of paddy field and dry
farmland cultivation styles, types of crops (paddy rice and glutinous rice), the land
resistance movements and efforts at land re-cultivation, the undomesticated vegetable
planting and the role female farmers played therein as well as the the sensory
aesthetics involved, and the developments of farming and art.

One of the reasons why the Makutaay Pangcah chose paddy field farming as a
cultural tradition is that slash-and-burn and dry farmland cultivation have not been
entirely replaced by paddy field farming in the past one hundred years. In the
transition from dry land farming to paddy field cultivation, glutinous rice took the
place of millet and subtly linked millet with paddy rice. The prevalence of paddy field
cultivation also changed how some non-staple foods were produced. Although the
production of undomesticated vegetables is more similar to slash-and-burn or dry land
farming than paddy field cultivation, vegetables have been produced in the pattern of
paddy field cultivation ever since some female farmers turned some paddy fields into
vegetable gardens. In addition, the sensory aesthetics of the Makutaay Pangcah, such
as their high regard for the tastes and textures of bitterness, saltiness, stickiness, and
creaminess can be discerned in their consumption of undomesticated vegetables as
well. The sensory aesthetics represent some ideal Pangcah cultural characteristics, and,
by looking into these, we can also make more explicit the implicit dialogues between
the Pangcah people and capitalism that shapes some globalized senses, such as

sweetness.
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Having introduced the Makutaay Pangcah’s historical, cultural, and
politico-economic background, | subsequently address the problem of land loss and
how they re-positioned their community identity in the condition of modernity
through land resistance movements and re-cultivation efforts. In short, Makutaay
Pangcah people who had migrated to big cities returned in the 1990s and brought their
diasporic experiences back to their hometown, which helped to re-form community
identity. During this re-formation, the people both cooperated with and resisted state
power. They protested against some government bureaus and asked for their lands to
be returned on the one hand, while cooperating with other government agencies on the
other, thus allowing them to begin implementation of paddy field re-cultivation in
order to preserve the land they still had. Moreover, Makutaay discarded conventional
farming and adopted eco-friendly farming to produce rice, and made use of mipaliw, a
traditional reciprocal ethical principle, to create an image of the Makutaay Pangcah.
By doing so, they self-branded and freed themselves from being marginalized rice
producers in the globalized market; meanwhile rice production re-articulated
traditional culture. Not only did re-cultivation reconnect the people with the land, it
also sparked the development of art there, allowing people to respond to social change
by creating a life style together with a vision of life in the future.

The aim of this research is to provide a response to some fractural descriptions of
the indigenous peoples’ diaspora and their social adaptation in modernity discourses.
Contrary to the top-down viewpoint of development, the case of Makutaay Pangcah
and their practice of returning home to reposition themselves demonstrate how

bottom-up development could be possible in the contemporary world.

Keywords: farming, Pangcah, land, resistance, art, food
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EeE E IR EE B RED (Laenu) ~ O (Makutaay ) ~ A BB EF
(Tidaan) ~ HFEE (Mulitu) FaF9 (Kutep) SE38%5% (B 1.2) - “HeEsim
5 REORCEERS R EA L R - RBOETSH T ERE LAY/ -
RE BT » AT ERRLE A EOR B RS - B kE
[ PR A S AR G B[ S5 e A A - [FUE R B0t - (s &
AENIVEEEIER S (FrE# 1971) -« WS EVESRIBERIERH G » R
TEZe - RN ATEE HIE ARERE N4 - 28T - —H 48R (1878
) ECIPTSE N BLE R EEH RN AE OB A E B O RIEHWE > &

b SR JEEHRAESEEENAE ¢ https://tour-hualien.hl.gov.tw/ -

T TCHERR R P B AR - A CI4EETE0RL ¢ http:/fohr.hl.gov.tw/bin/home.php

8 BOEEN SRS EAED (Laenu  SlE{TEIEREE 9 MFEE 1040 ~ O
(Makutaay i 21 TEUEIEES 4 #2155 8 4 ) ~ AFRFE (Tidaan » JiZETTEIEINEE 2 #EE1E
ML) ~ ARE R AT (Mulitu Fz Kutep » Gl TEEES 1AL EB% - DLEBOEEN
TR R HAMM A RS SRR (A1EE 2010) -

15

doi:10.6342/NTU201900380



ST B SR AT AR R L 508 - "B LR SR AT 1R
Nif—2b [ B E & BB 5 2 RVRE R » S 2 > AEIERE SR T - B 55
WEHEAELL o IR N BB (I BR (4 AE (S B R s 25R Ty - ¥ 1ok
ABOEFEN NS R - BORE RS DR A OB TE B A B S B
T - BOFSERA T EEEF T - REEHEAEAREHE > 2% ERK
ZEMRES > HMAAEHECEARBEM - HAEO BRI A BEN
[ RS -

B 1.2 EEEIEE g Al

SRR BIUREEME o (EPSCEMELEE DL T BN £ - AR OIS B E
HLTBEECER > HEAEEDL T Cepo S | (B M E#REH, ) > -

O RN AR DS R - B (2001) 5 ZEFE (20058, 2005b) 5 £
(2014 ) % AFIRAZE o 19 1995 440 - 1R > T R & KRR A SBAEOBE LSS
KE - EEBEFELEE - BS RSSO RHE T B TS Kafu®ok B4
BAERAER/ VRS (REE S R A BRI ) BRSO AR S Hfa 25 A8 H &
A EZE R T I —FE SR = -

16

doi:10.6342/NTU201900380



SR aER#E > iR EUFEREE OBHEEDE - NEEE 1990 F4GE
BEBDOCSEIMRIL - RS [ ARRBESHEE T - BROETEE o i gl Eae R
REEREREFE AP RRE o B EEARE EEE
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