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Abstract

Border has become the center of attention again. Influenced by sayings of the end
geography and the relational approaches to geographical research, the global spatial
imagination of a borderless world once became the mainstream after the end of the cold
war. However, a borderless world has never been realized. Still, how borders selectively
and efficiently open or enclose, and what the role of non-state actors play, are emerging
issues in geography, especially of political geographies. Nonetheless, borders have
never been an issue only related to boundaries between nation-states. Rather, political
geographers have relocated border studies to everyday lives to re-conceptualize the
relationship between border work and non-state actors, including those in geographies
of food and agriculture. As such, the dispute between global agro-food system and local
food movement makes borders even complicated. Based on the tea trade between
Taiwan and Vietnam, this thesis discusses the bordering process between agro-
protectionism and cross-border trading. Taiwanese tea has been constructed as the
symbol of healthy, high quality, and localness since the localization of tea production
and consumption. The localization of tea also leads to the decreasing of production,
which has entailed the transference of Taiwanese tea industry to Vietnam. While
consumers gradually take local production as the nature of Taiwanese tea, Vietnamese
tea, which is often blended with Taiwanese tea, therefore has been criticized as
poisonous, bad, and in-authentically mixed tea. These negative images become the
spatial and symbolic borders against Vietnamese tea. Accordingly, the dispute of
Vietnamese tea not only redefines the localness, but also enacts the bordering process
of Taiwanese tea. This thesis analyses how the localization of Taiwanese tea becomes
a bordering process. Data are based on field works focusing on negative images of
Vietnamese tea and the material everyday practices of border crossing between Vietnam
and Taiwan. | argue that the dispute of negative images of Vietnamese tea reflects the
bordering process through people’s everyday practices of tea producing, and the
materiality of tea plays the key role in mediating different forms of borders. The
empirical studies of Taiwanese and Vietnamese tea offer the lens to re-consider the
agro-protectionist localness. It is not only a refusal regarding cross-border agro-
products, but also a mechanism for categorizing and excluding Vietnamese tea from
Taiwanese tea through the co-operating of spatial and symbolic borders.

Key words: Taiwanese tea, Vietnamese tea, spatial border, symbolic border, materiality
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