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Abstract

With the scope of the vernacular novels in New Literature during Japanese colonial
period, this thesis explores the influence of language on literary creation. Three levels
according to writing sequence are the expected literary creating language in Japanese
colonial period, the literary creating language in practice, and the narrative language

that can sustain a novel.

In Chapter Two, the first section elucidates the development of “the accordance
between vernacular and written language” in Japan and Chinese, inducing the
relationship between “the accordance between vernacular and written language” and the
period in history. The second section focuses on the Taiwan literary circles that followed
the steps of Japan and Chinese, pointing out that according to the journal editorials, the
ideal literary style was “Chinese vernacular”. Later, with the experience of the written
form in Modern China, this section elucidates that there might have been a struggle
between the vernacular language and the written language at the beginning of Taiwan
New Literature. The third section analyzes the sentences in Taiwan New Literature
writer’s novels. With the comparison between different works of a single writer and the
comprehensive comparison between different writers, the third section discusses the
difference and similarity of certain syntax. The latter part of this chapter discusses the
possible reasons that result in the difference of the syntax in sentences, the development

of writers, and the possible influence of the language on literary creation.

Chapter Three begins with Taiwan Regional Literature and Vernacular Literature
Debate, followed with the development of New Literature in the 1930s. During this
period, “Taiwan vernacular” was seen as the ideal language of writing. In the first

section, the Regional Literature Debate of “Manchukuo” (/% & ) was presented as a

contrast, which emphasizes the special issues that Taiwan, being a colony of Japan,

raised in its debate. Through the analysis of the language of Lai, Ho ( # {- ) , and Yang,
Shou-Yu (1§ = & ) , the second section observes the development of their narratives in

novels from 1920s to 1930s. The third section analyzes the language of Kuo

v



Chiu-Sheng( 5% #« # ) and Chu, Tien-Jen( % 2 % ) with their positions in the Regional
Literature and Vernacular Literature Debate, inspecting the similarity and difference

between their theory and practice.

After the discussion of the vernacular novels development and the syntax of
literary creation in the 1920s and the 1930s in Chapter Two and Chapter Three, Chapter
Four, in a comprehensive way, explores the influence of the social expectation and the
writers’ inner reflection on writing language. The first section deals with the linkage
between the language and literature reforms in the 1920s and 1930s and the vernacular
novels through New Literature circles’ reception of “the accordance between the
vernacular and the written language”. In the second section associates the writers’
awareness of the predicament in writing and the presentation in novel syntax, inferring

the way the narrative language in vernacular novels is formed.

Most of the present researches on the written language in Japanese colonial period
lead to two kinds of conclusions: first, to assert that the intermingling of different
languages reflects the generation and to affirm the multifarious writing styles of writers
in this period; second, to interpret the language preference as the identity of writers,
which manifests their resistance to colonization. Under these viewpoints, language is
always the passive, which waits to be chosen. Through analyzing the sentences in
novels, comparing the awareness of literary creation, and considering the features of
novel as a genre, I assert that writers cannot fully control their language. While they can
actively choose the writing language, the language nevertheless influences thinking and

writing inversely.

Keywords: New Literature during Japanese colonial period; language and literature
reforms; the accordance between the vernacular and the written language; Taiwan

vernacular; the narrative in novels.
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1 ”Language is the house of being.” Martin Heidegger, translated by Frank A. Capuzzi, “Letter on
Humanism” in Pathmarks, ed. William McNeil (Cambridge Univirsity Press, 1998 ) , p.239.
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