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Abstract

The British Empire changed its policy and levied taxes from the American
colonies to relieve the heavy burden of Empire; however, this new policy provoked a
series of turmoil as the result. The Rockingham Whigs asserted that British
Government should return back to the old colonial policy to acquire tranquility in the
Empire. As a leading speaker and writer among Rockingham Whigs, Edmund Burke
left abundant works on American Affairs. Evaluation of these works is still
controversial among modern scholars. Some scholars believe that Burke’s
understanding on American Affairs is very shallow. This thesis attempted to analyze
Burke’s works and discuss the principles andieconcepts.these works based on, as well
as compare with the works of centemporary. American writers. | found that his
argument was basically founded on“three principles: the:right of representation and
taxation, liberty, and last but/not the Iea%f#the interest of the Empire. Burke pursued
the greatest interest for the-British Empire:'v_vith the attitude, of prudence, and believed
that civil war would not bring any valuable benefits for the Empire. Therefore, he
asserted conciliation and peace with the' American colonies. Some scholars criticized
Burke for not aware of the general desire for independence in the American colonies;
nonetheless, Burke’s correspondence were mainly with the loyalties in the New York
colony, and also there were not many documents firmly asserted for independence. As
Burke did predict that continuous oppression would force the people to the road of
independence, he really held a quite precise understanding toward the situation in

American colonies although he had never been there.

Key Words: American Revolution, Edmund Burke, British Empire, Constitutional

Rights, Prudence
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! Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France and on the Proceedings in Certain Societies
in London Relative to That Event. In a Letter Intended to Have Been Sent to a Gentleman in Paris.
(London: J. Dodsley, 1790).
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* J. C. D. Clark, “Edmund Burke's Reflections on the Revolution in America (1777): Or How Did the
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1977), pp.205-6.
® Frank O'Gorman, Edmund Burke: his political philosophy (New York : Routledge, 2004), p.79.
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Cambridge University Press, 1976), p.202.
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° Alison Gilbert Olson, Making the Empire Work: London and American Interest Groups 1690-1790
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1 Michael G. Kammen, A Rope of Sand: The Colonial Agents, British Politics, and the American
Revolution (Cornell University Press, 1968), p.140.
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Intimate Correspondence with Charles O’Hara 1761-1776 (the American Philosophical Society, 1956).
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% James Chalmers, Plain truth; addressed to the inhabitants of America, containing, remarks on a late
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