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Abstract

"Guoshu" (Chinese martial arts) is a familiar yet multifaceted practice in
Taiwanese society, encompassing sport, folk culture, medicine, and religion. In contrast
to the growing popularity and institutionalization of combat sports such as boxing and
mixed martial arts, Guoshu has struggled to sportify due to its lack of standardized rules,
formal organization, and institutional support, preventing its development into a
professional sport. This study revisits the historical trajectory of Guoshu competitions
in Taiwan, exploring its introduction, organizing principles, internal conflicts, and the

reasons behind its stalled sportification.

Using historical research methods, this study draws on government regulations,
newspapers, journals, and magazines to analyze the development of Guoshu in Taiwan.
Findings show that while Guoshu competitions were intended to symbolize national
identity and foster a shared imagination of China as a political community, they
suffered from disorganized practices, undefined competitive formats, and failure to
distinguish themselves from foreign martial arts. After the Kuomintang (KMT) brought
Guoshu to postcolonial Taiwan in the 1940s, the proliferation of Guoshu associations
introduced diverse and often conflicting influences—including Southern Chinese styles
and Japanese martial arts—into the field. These tensions became evident in the 1950s

Guoshu tournaments, which failed to present a coherent national martial art practice.

In the late 1960s, efforts aligned with the Chinese Cultural Renaissance Movement,
some Northerern Chinese style Guoshu experts sought to revitalize Guoshu through
revised rules, qualification matches, international tournaments, and martial arts
publications. However, persistent factional disputes and organizational rivalries
continued to destabilize the field. By 1990, the rise of the People's Republic of China's
"Wushu," showcased at the Asian Games, offered a more unified and internationally
recognized vision of Chinese martial arts, gaining wider acceptance. This study argues
that nationalism, rather than facilitating the sportification of Guoshu, obstructed it, and
further reflects on how the KMT’s nationalist project in Taiwan shaped contemporary

identity politics.

Keywords: Guoshu, Chinese martial arts, foreign martial arts, combat sports,

sportification, field, nationalism
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LLEEE TR AR DR o @ENLL - TSR IALHEFEIINE - 129
G R EHIARENG T  SFZRE hRRstE " &Fatsl ) AV T > PisH T
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ZEPECCNEFEAET - (SR RGN S ER T MR E S )
flr & R A IS - ERE T B oA TREL B S AHRE - 28T > AR ARREIR » R
ATPEER T TSI TELRITRE - 2R - U BRI
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& 1 PEEE REOIFAES (L - BLPE T

RULE - ASCDL Tl ) BRES R R 0 RES Ry T SO LIEAR ) BRRAVEEE)
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