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Abstract

All rituals recorded in Yili ({# &) take place within palaces. These palaces are far
more than mere providers of physical space, particularly in Yi/i, described as the
paragon. Their very existence have already include the the principles of the operation
of the universe. Beyond their physical spatiality, they possess symbolic and ethical
significance.The residential space and ancestral temples, Qin and Miao, characterized
by axial symmetry and layered layout, provide a clearly hierarchical stage for ritual
performances. In ritual processes, participants’ specific positions, orientations, and
movement routes are strictly prescribed according to their status and roles. Static
locations, movement paths in ritual processes, and even the the place and the order of
objects all embody rich spatial meanings. How individuals perform rites within places
also manifests the ways of self-positioning they choose, informed by the notion of
“stand in tripartite unity with heaven and earth”.

Viewed separately from the perspective of the the Four Ceremonies: Coming-of-age,
Marriage, Funeral and Ancestor Worship Ceremony. The layout and utilization of
Miao grant the initiate of the Coming-of-age ceremony a sacred space of "secondary
birth," endowing them with respect beyond their current status. Originating in the
bride’s Miao and culminating in the groom’s, the wedding ceremony’s states of
“separation” “liminality” and “ncorporation” as well as its ethical essence of
“reverence, prudence, solemnity, and rectitude,” are materialized through spatial
arrangements at each stage. The dynamic progression of funeral, marked by a
“gradual distancing” in positions, symbolizes the deceased’s gradual departure from
the chambers they once inhabited, while the positioning of relatives forms a
“differential mode of association” centered on the corpse. Ancestor worship ceremony,
through the construction, manifestation, utilization, and restoration of ritual spaces,
strengthen the bond between the living and ancestors, ensuring the even distribution

of divine blessings within the venue of ancestor worship ceremony. Through static
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textual records, readers can observe and comprehend the dynamic activities of
participants. In this way, it becomes possible to bridge the gap between Yili and the
present age, allowing modern people to envision interacting with the ancients,
Spanning several millennia of time and space.

Keywords: Rites of Zhou Dynasty; Qin and Miao; Ritual space; Rites of passage;
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