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Abstract

On May 12, 2008, Sichuan earthquake struck China. After the powerful quake,
people around the world had different comments on the Chinese coverage of the
disaster. Some people claimed that Chinese journalists made a progress on reporting
the Sichuan earthquake, praising the “changes” the media made at the beginning.
However, Chinese media came under fire as they went back to their old route
afterward, reporting nothing but how wonderful the relief efforts were, largely

ignoring the negative events.

Then, did Chinese media really make an improvement on their disaster reporting?
What are the differences between the coverage of Chinese media and those of other
countries? What functions did local and international news media serve when they
reported disaster events? The research attempts to figure out these questions by
examining the news coverage onythe Sichuan earthquake from three newspapers:
People’s Daily, Western China Metropolis Daily, and New York Times. A total of 504

news articles were analyzed with-contént analysis.and-textual analysis.

According to the results of analysis,” Chinese, media still have room for
improvements on disaster reporting; Théjffeit_sarch found that news coverage is related
to the media systems and political ?tmctﬁrﬁs" ofla country. People’s Daily, a state-run
Chinese news media, served “theig organ of” the: communists”. Western China
Metropolis Daily, which isn’t a stat;e—'run news agency, couldn’t avoid to be controlled
by the ruling party, though it did a better job than People’s Daily by trying to inform
the public. As for the New York. Times, which offered most information among the
three, did its best to inform, supervise, and push the international relief rescue.
However, the scientific information of the quake was deficient in the New York

Times.

In sum, People’s Daily and Western China Metropolis Daily were good at
promoting the perfect images of the Chinese government. However, as a local media,
they didn’t uphold people’s right to know. Although there is room for improvement,
the New York Times played a successful role of international media on reporting the

Sichuan quake.

This study can help improve the level of disaster news, reminding the media to

acknowledge its role in disaster reporting.

Key words: disaster reporting, media role, Chinese media, American media, local and

international news coverage
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% Chinese scientists say...... one thing is painfully evident: The huge death toll stems partly from a
failure to heed clear warnings of a devastating earthquake in the area...... For decades, Chinese
scientists say, they have known of the risk of a potentially catastrophic earthquake along the
Longmenshan belt, the area where the Wenchuan earthquake struck, and repeatedly raised their
concerns with government authorities. But they say preparations for a quake there were cursory at
best...... (New York Times, 2008.6.5)
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" The authorities said that more than 18,000 people were still unaccounted for in Mianyang in Sichuan
Province, and 2,300 were missing after the collapse of a school and two factories in the nearby town of
Shifang. (New York Times, 2008.5.14)
...... government officials said that more than three million homes had been destroyed by Monday’s
earthquake, and more than 12 million had been damaged. The government again raised the death toll,
to nearly 29,000. (New York Times, 2008.5.18 )
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? Lei Huazhen, 36, a teacher at the school, said, “I was playing games with preschool kids in the
playground, teaching them dances, when all of a sudden the sky turned all black. “It was like daylight
turning to darkness in a split second, and there was dust everywhere blocking my sight,”  she said.
“The whole sky was black, and I realized it was an earthquake, and I shouted to my students,
‘Hurry up, run!” " (New York Times, 2008.5.22)
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0A powerful earthquake struck Western China on Monday,...... The quake, which was estimated
preliminarily to have had a magnitude of 7.9, ravaged a mountainous region outside Chengdu, capital
of Sichuan Province, just after lunchtime Monday, destroying 80 percent of structures in some of the
towns and small cities near its epicenter, Chinese officials said. Its tremors were felt as far away as
Vietnam and set off another, smaller quake in the outskirts of Beijing, 900 miles away. ..... Landslides,
power failures and fallen mobile phone towers left much of the affected area cut off from the outside
world and limited information about the damage. But snapshots of concentrated devastation suggested
that the death toll that could rise significantly as rescue workers reached the most heavily damaged
areas. (New York Times, 2008.5.13)

74


http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/earthquakes/sichuan_province_china/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier

oz B R R S G =M ERE
f[lat:m%lﬁﬁﬂéﬂﬁflggwgﬁ;gﬁih, FHT L [ﬁﬂﬂ Jgégpfjp J7FI<I‘EJ|J}E]§77£7\]'E§ETF‘§T\ Pl {EI2 E,l pfj
st kﬁ%w@“ﬁ%%fﬁﬁ-&ﬁﬂquTLmﬁmﬁﬁo%gw

EEA IR AR - BT M e N Y i S =
NS F TSR P ey R e R g > BT _lHJ?/ﬁILJQ—k S &%?ﬁ 2
b 2] e s HJ?RF 3 e ﬁT' Yo Z RERPRH > AR 2y

TR ELOERE T 0 N SRR
(Z) KERFIH
1 RBRFE AP AEE
LHP%@FHwiﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁbﬁ%%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw
BARR - PIh @%ﬁwwﬁW?m%ﬁ’ﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬂ&~
HIUERE  BRTTEER %f%ﬁWWPW?%@W$$@ﬁ’$[
wwﬂwﬁwM%ﬁwg@’lTwaﬁw~u4ﬁm RGOS P15 - ]
U5 ] 1S P b 2 laﬂ®@%P*WWFﬁ“fJ;L
BB 245 - *ngﬁ@ “JFHJwﬁJradw%Jrﬁ&ﬁ%
SRR R %ifﬂfllb«’ﬁil‘ﬁm [~ Fr?iﬂl[ﬁﬁ«‘ Ay R R S v

RpcipR Wizl (TR FwMAER 3 R ive
HFCE L (T 0 B KA IV AR Y FHERER T oL x
Mo RRHE s B E s BT 423 FRFENE 0

B R EAL LR (4 X p > 20080515)-

SR T WIS ] R PO LR - IR A
PR (SRR L] SN AR o R s~ EY R
RURS B R AE o 1Y%~ 1) 2 SERET = (G005 £] 22 FIpo— [IIniH] - srtis e

75

u



98 2 i - LR NS O 2RE T T RSy - AR i
oz [ IR iR N SRR WW%ﬁ%m’mmﬁ@%”W
B2 %iﬂﬁfyiﬁk A r?ﬂiﬁ‘,f% TR 5 P AR FLEJH‘HEM E

i

BARFCLAR B R R Fa A R E R AR AT
RE TR DL B TR AT A A F - LAPFL Ao
REFIF BT AL EFRRIG AR FREY  RPRELRT
IRSHAT R FEA R F P E I L PRXAM A
R A E e A ARLABR > FRAF M HEFL (LA
¥ » 2008.05.22) ¢

gt PR O B R L »»Eaﬁi;ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ'/— - Bl 2T
PR RIS IR R IR SR p’{:g f—ﬁiﬁ;‘x i AN < [TOPIE] T
FRERL S ) 0 T ] I 1| Iq\ﬁﬁ)[

LF B 0 B TS SFAGER 5 S 1 -

“%

— —Ll
._._ﬁ—‘-__:::_a

TR R EFEE A T BRI R SR TR e
B B Pl B PR A SRR 4 A BB TR L A gk & gt Y
Th o T E NS FERBERA TR TNE O ARER L E R

PR R L S bR YR bF F

I

EEER A Frﬁ'f} (4

X P 4F > 2008.05.15) °

B b B O] AR S LAY - BRI TS
o S R D B B B N S T R T

I RREEE  [AIFBRE o S IEF P o g IR R
JIED e [ﬂ feky » 2 7,?[(7 %J—Ui‘ & IW% Sl T L F'& rEE 2



Y TP R SRR AR S SR PR
El"é']ﬁ?ﬂl‘@"lﬁ’?&@@’ IEEF\[E[;&\ E;SZIJ—_R oy :\L_FIJIJ@?I:IH‘EEE% , ﬁ‘J F?I’LLJ’FATJF&
s * oy TRdR - D

Afparg AP RIEF R FE R TR TR ATHH
e o Kferfp A RER 2R AR D EREY S — R R R
AAFAEALLTH OFEAE L 2R R AR, T R

BoaBnkre gy L B 2RLA o gl a7 LRE
TR PRARL LI FREI A .. P3P RehAFE IR R

Fent HaRR 210 Oy SFNEER SN W i | T4
hes i R@gT (Fd 385 4F ’2008.5.20)3 n
AL AL 2 l?ﬁ %%B?E'-“J%“Vr ZRIfl I[ES«'rﬂT HERCHITE KB
H’i’_
e RPLECTE o TR T P - Qfs@_m» » IP & R

-.r-'

(e NN U}yyﬁ%fﬂ ° f—B{E}UIZ, EIE ‘I IL—SFJ—{TF&EJ%‘WTF]‘IWE&iJI % L }t;z, JH‘H*
A - T RGO S s et e o
TSt 5 ) 14 g oo 5 RSRERERINI - ¥ AT O

CERAERIR T S

—ﬁfljﬁé'&_’ﬁ S ABEER T o B X T x o 3 ,ﬁg? AR R XK
202 L e S0 B TA T 205 B AR BT R] T B - FER o
FouegiEBAEOREAR - 2B - OB REFE T AR
FUpE o U RHEE 0 A B AWM AT Y HoE, . B RE k0 o A frafrfa
o0 o MR rdB e B K@ e (FF 3R AR > 2008.5.14) ¢

~ TR RSB « 2 Pl R



OB o IR R G S AR VIR R e
= %’Eﬁ[%%%ww%ﬁ?@i‘%— PIF = BISHNNTE s - R
FE BRI IR BT S P V[ g B P
BRI R I A P - AT SR BT PSS o [l
BRI R T 0 S o S S R SRR o SR e
B R S s ISR PSR O M ERA

AR RRMERERDLERIEEAR HAL R g
FAREA R REE e A F  BFLEE Fe - AF T R
I Bl R B &x’v‘?ia:%}‘ﬁfﬂ? WS - LY (P

2008.5.17) - '

»i
J

RN AR 220 i”ﬁ@ iﬁgﬁﬁiﬁf:”ﬁaﬂ'ﬁd > PR B e ) U
&Hﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂ'w@$%ﬁhﬁﬁwﬂ:;ﬁwiﬁ“ﬁﬂ@?ﬂwﬁﬁwﬁ’
F R @’$$WWTWWﬂr¥wfjﬁ@%WJ@ R E A
ﬁﬁn$%@wﬁ’;ﬁi%ﬁW®%§%ﬁ§*§ﬁ&’ﬁiﬁﬁ§’Thﬂ
Fﬂﬁ@V%o%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ’iﬁ% BRI TUHORLE e LA [T AR |

(AELfR (R ESTS i AT REEEE - 2 TR Tl B B A T R
&@§§%¢ﬁoﬂwﬁw%ﬁTw~%@?ﬂW%@’m@%@?ﬁ’@ﬁﬁ
b+ llanse ot S B PR -

.u'_'

FIHT O nE R o g L p oo ehE B R A fookiR o 5
WMHF= P BBl A 23 R R (398) T AP R Rr Ry

" Four days after a powerful earthquake turned this picturesque mountain town into a jumble of beams
and brick and gray roof tiles, villagers stood on a knoll to watch rescue workers pick through the
remains of a six-story apartment block. At one point came a hush, and then a burst of applause, as a
man emerged from a slit in the rubble, his body draped in a floral blanket. (New York Times,
2008.5.17)
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12 They frantically pulled away bricks and chunks of concrete with their bare hands.“We pleaded with
the administrators to help us,” said one mother, Chen Li, 39, who came to the morgue on Wednesday to
identify her son, a sixth grader. “We yelled, ‘Where are the soldiers? Send them to help us!””

Parents say neighbors and students from a nearby college arrived by 4 p.m. to help with the digging.
Local officials and school administrators also came but then left after inspecting the site. (New York
Times, 2008.5.15)
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13 A few miles to the south, in front of the collapsed school, a half-dozen soldiers linked hands to form
a human blockade in front of the rubble. Two women tried to push their way through. The soldiers did
not budge...... “There are still children in there, and we can’t help them if you keep trying to get in,”
one soldier said....... The only people allowed in were teams of rescue workers and doctors. A group of
doctors in white lab coats sat in a bus, waiting their turn to help. Some slept. ( New York Times,

2008.5.13)
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' The central government, which said it was spending $120 million on rescue efforts, has sent
50,000 soldiers to the disaster zone. “We welcome funds and supplies,” ...... President Bush
called President Hu Jintao and offered an initial $500,000 in relief aid, said Dana Perino, the
White House spokeswoman. Aid has begun arriving from other countries, with Russia sending a
plane with 30 tons of relief supplies........ (New York Times, 2008.5.14 )
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15 The vice minister for civil affairs, Jiang L1, said that nearly 280,000 tents had been sent to the area
and that 700,000 more had been ordered. But as he spoke, refugees continued to pour out of the
devastated mountain regions, most bringing with them little more than the clothes on their
backs....... “All these refugees have lost their homes,” Ms. Jiang told The Associated Press. “Their
clothes and possessions are buried. We are doing what we can to help them.”...... (New York Times,
2008.5.21)
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' In the center of town, a woman said she had called local government officials 10 times to plead for
help in rescuing her son and mother, but no one had come. So on Tuesday morning, she stood crying
before the remains of her apartment building. Her 5-month-old son was still buried in there, as was her
56-year-old mother. (New York Times, 2008.5.13)

86



S A N B 0% - L= s - VN (& % p54F > 2008.5.15) V7

b O EIREEE ] e J%#‘%‘??fﬁ T #pa p%ﬁf (UGS
Fio RS DI R 4 (PP SO - I
PEL (2007 ) Fi f? ’ Il[ﬁiz'ﬁi‘ﬁEEﬁF‘FﬁFﬁlﬁlHl[ﬁﬁ'ﬁEFElﬂﬁfﬁ*?E{IE'U%EF'EJ o | Bt
SURLYIIES > R S B B F ) RPT GekL - BRI ~ oS 2O
Staps =X LIS SIRETEE R R CIRE R e R A S S
A2 PR E ﬁ&pﬂiﬂ—’sﬁk IH 32%[&9?4 /R o
srire S R ARl (TN L SR AR
BIRGE, » P e &NﬁﬁWWE%?¢WW%%W%
A I YO A 2 *édf”iffr’q‘ [~ Jﬂ&mrtpﬁ@%%i&l | o
AR N E T 8 'ﬁuﬁﬁ’ riﬁfrﬁtﬁ? RNFIASE 1= Ol -
HUBAOE T iU%ﬁﬂﬁuﬁ$”“*"i|l
S R - SR ﬁg%ﬁmf%ﬁﬁ§q( R 2003) - -
B ] :f’ﬂ#f$x“§fnw[ﬁ—%5@¢
P s i - ot T R 5 B s - R
T*ﬁ*ﬁ}?éﬂa o HEE | e oAt g T PSRBTy o W B R T« 1Ry
B9 PR HAOAC « P S O R T R

~ fs gy

AL R S e - B PRI
n@ww%@@m%%omw3#é@‘ﬁaiﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ*‘ﬁwé

17 But enraged parents interviewed at the morgue on Wednesday afternoon and early Thursday
morning say local officials lied to the prime minister to hide the true toll at Xinjian, which they
estimate at more than 400 dead children. Several parents blamed local officials for a slow initial rescue
response and questioned the structural safety of the school building. They were also furious that
officials forbade them to search for their children for two days and then allowed access to the bodies
only after the parents formed an ad hoc committee to complain...... “Before Wen Jiabao came, the
whole school was filled with children’s bodies,” said one mother who sat outdoors at the morgue with
her husband in the early morning darkness beside the covered body of their 8-year-old daughter......

(New York Times, 2008.5.15)
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' Two weeks after a powerful earthquake devastated parts of southwest China, the government is
struggling to deal with a crisis that has left up to five million people homeless.

Beijing is urgently appealing for international aid, including tents and other supplies to house, feed
and clothe residents in an area that is roughly the size of Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire and
New Jersey combined. (New York Times, 2008.5.25 )
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' Down the street, a woman in a purple sweater and straw hat stood in the rubble putting handfuls of
wood into her basket. She did this five or six times a day: dig in the rubble, gather wood, carry it across
the river. She lived in a tent with 40 people from 13 families. They used the wood to make fires to cook.
“We’re all refugees, and we don’t have anything,” said the woman, Zheng Xiaoqiang, 40. “We depend

on each other. We all cook together, eat together, live together.”
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20 In 2004, the 30-nation Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development released a study,
“Keeping Schools Safe in Earthquakes,” concluding that schools “routinely” collapsed in earthquakes
around the world because of avoidable design or construction errors, or because existing laws and
building codes were not enforced------ . But China is just one of many countries with known earthquake
vulnerability that has been slow to transform schools--+-+- (New York Times, 2008.5.14 )
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2! Parents of the estimated 10,000 children who lost their lives in the quake have grown so enraged
about collapsed schools that they have overcome their usual caution about confronting Communist
Party officials. Many say they are especially upset that some schools for poor students crumbled into
rubble even though government offices and more elite schools not far away survived the May 12 quake
largely intact. ( New York Times, 2008.5.28 )
*2 But as parents at different schools begin to speak out, the question of whether official negligence,
and possibly corruption, contributed to the student deaths could turn public opinion. The government
has launched an investigation, but censors, wary of the public mood, are trying to suppress the issue in
state-run media and online. ( New York Times, 2008.5.25)
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 The police dragged away several crying mothers and removed some journalists trying to report on
the event, according to witnesses and photographs of the protest...... The attempt to snuff out the
protest was the strongest sign so far of the government’s growing impatience with public airing of
grievances over unsafe school construction. ( New York Times * 2008.6.4 )
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* The official news media, however, largely ignored the parents’ Children’s Day gatherings...... At
Xinjian Primary School in the city of Dujiangyan, about 600 people put on white T-shirts with red
lettering on the front and back. “We firmly ask for justice for the dead students,” read one side.
“Severely punish the corruption in the tofu construction,” read the other, a reference to flimsy
buildings. (New York Times, 2008.6.2)
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> The ruling Communist Party has hailed its own vigorous response to the quake as evidence of its
concern for human life, and has generally received positive reviews at home and abroad for its rescue
efforts after the quake.To date, however, China’s state-run news media have paid little attention to the
fact that government officials apparently did little to shore up structures, limit urban growth or even
conduct basic safety drills that might have reduced the death toll. (New York Times * 2008.6.5)
*% Several Chinese journalists have said in recent days that officials from the central government told
their news organizations not to continue reporting on the issue of unsafe schools. Here in Dujiangyan,
the police and soldiers have cordoned off the sites of collapsed schools and are turning reporters away
(New York Times, 2008.6.4 )
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T Commentary on Chinese Web sites and in chat rooms has been full of praise for the
government’s emergency response. On Tianya, a popular forum where antigovernment postings
sometimes find a home, users have been quick to shout down those who criticize Mr. Wen and the
military’s delay in reaching some quake victims. (New York Times, 2008.5.14 )
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% The Chinese government, at the early stage of this natural disaster, has invested strenuous effort and
demonstrated extraordinary leadership,” Mr. Ban told reporters in Yingxiu, according to Reuters.
(New York Times, 2008.5.25)
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* Immediately after the earthquake, the Propaganda Department instinctively banned news
organizations from traveling to the disaster area. But Chinese journalists ignored the order and rushed
to Chengdu — and the order was rescinded the next day. Since then, the authorities have managed to
rein in the media again, and the Propaganda Department is ordering news organizations to report on
how wonderful the relief efforts are. Many Chinese journalists are chafing instead to investigate
corruption and the reasons schools collapsed when government offices didn’t. The final score will
depend on whether those stories are published. (New York Times, 2008.5.22)
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%% In response to inquiries from grieving relatives, local officials announced Monday that parents whose
only child was killed or grievously injured in the May 12 earthquake would be exempt from the
country’s one-child policy. (New York Times, 2008.5.27 )
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