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Abstract 
    The Chinese popular music in Taiwan plays an important role in the so-called 

Mandopop genre. Even though there wasn’t any sort of formal education available in 

Taiwan during the early year, some exceptional music arrangers still managed to 

emerge on the scene. This study aims to explore the tacit knowledge in arranging and 

how it is acquired. 

    In order to answer these research questions, qualitative data were gathered 

through semi-structured interviews with a protocol based on a research framework 

derived from the literatures and two pretest interviews. Seven Golden Melody Awards, 

which is the biggest annual music award in Taiwan, winners or nominees were 

recruited as interviewees by purposive and snowball sampling. Grounded theory was 

employed to analyze the interviewee’s arranging experience. 

    The results show that the work process of arrangers can be defined into fourteen 

steps and grouped into four stages, which are Preparation Stage, Pre-performing Stage, 

Performing Stage and Fixing Stage. To accomplish the arrangement task, four kinds 

of task-information are used: demo, lyrics, producer’s opinion and reference. The 

researcher also concludes that there are three types of tacit knowledge in arranging: 

1.the tacit knowledge of using “professional knowledge”, 2.the tacit knowledge of 

operating and improving “professional skills”, 3.the tacit knowledge of transforming 

“experience”.  

    This study also analyzes how the arrangers learn the tacit knowledge of 

arrangement. The learning methods can be categorized into three key elements: 

knowledge carrier, learning methods and personality traits. The interaction between 

these three key elements is then discussed. 

    The results of this study will be helpful to relevant departments, workers in the 

music industry and anyone interested in learning arranging. The researcher also brings 

up two suggestions: one is using a frame including professional knowledge, 

professional skills and experience to document the tacit knowledge; the other is using 

 ” personality traits of learners” to build the learning methods for the tacit knowledge. 

The researcher hopes that this study will be a contribution to the tacit knowledge 

field.  

Keywords: Chinese popular music in Taiwan, Arranger, Tacit knowledge, Work 

process  
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;ŖƐƁ�ǜĥ~ǲėǙ�ěƯǜĥǎ|ƽZŞŸǈ�Ĺ�Ʋt�űű¬Ɓ% 

Ǯė��

Ɠ·č ����!ÕĬƼȕýǒŁƑ5ŁƑųƳġ=í70Ŗ=�=�ç�j

Ƭ�ƿ��aŁ�êŒ�Đż�%ƃµjƬ(ăƐl=ÄZŞLÑ�OuǛÉŁ

×¶��ûǷyÀjƬ(ă{�_ǓÉ�ǸZŞġƩLŋƬŁ×ĕČ�+% Õ

çcƚǯƭƄUƃŁ×jƬƐȉ�LǓǁơŋƬç�~e�%\~eá�Ñcƿ

�(ņȇjƬČ�š�ýǒÍƵÌ@Ź�ś�(�l¢¶ýǒŁ×ÉÿďƽKž�

nƁ)ýǒƿ�ƅé�ýǒƿ�çƉņĤH<VÉƚǯċC�ĤHƿ��ōø�

ÚƉ�ŭ��@YƿMĿHÉûƏƿ�űű�ŗR�y2�ǔŝ;��
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Ĝ&L3qŖÐ=2LY�-�EȆªƖê�ýǒŁƑÉƿ�ŪŰ¬�ŀê

�ýǒŁƑÉǏǃ�ÃÅ·ŢãOE?śƍŁƑÉĨ]aŁêŰ�*Ăƅé�=

�ç�ń%ƅéÉƒºĩ�ƽśŔ�ń'ƅéÉnaŁǘƿL@ń*ƅéÉ�ǜ�

Ǌ��Rƞ�ǜĥêŒ��ê�ýǒȋÀE?śƍŁƑÉ%Ǳ�å-Ņu�aŁ

ƅé�WY�ģƑ¼Éê�ýǒŁƑĜ&śƍ´ȀŉY�Ƕǆ÷ǥŤ~]øƺƽ

ÿǩƹĴ�cL,É*ƅé�Ĭê�ýǒģ×ÉŁǜêŰ=ú{+��

 $!ÔƿaŁƅé��ƅéŚû÷Éçƒº5Łƿ�R�ê�ýǒģ×ÉjŬ

ƒº�2�;ĆíťŦê�ZŞðȃĳşL¢¶uǛÉýǒƿ�(L@ǒD�Ķ

Ŷ<Vǆ÷ǉċŭHøƬ�ǓǁĤHƒº�ƒºǓǁáÑƃµƿ�����Ƣȑ

Į�ƿ�Ŗ=ŒĭƐ�ƿ�(�Ȁ(�ǒDűűmqĢƽ�qĊ<V-ǆŋƬÔ

Ū¾ǆÉƤÏ¬Ɣ� '!4Ūƿ�ƅé��ƅéƃµŶDƁ�ƮǚýǒÉŁƿ�

2�;ĆĜ&¸ȍÔƅé¾ǓǁÉĤHjƬƒºY�Ƕǆ÷�ÚƉÉ2�P)�

ƿ�Ŗ=R�ǧƿ�ƴD�~ǕĤ2�á�ƐUƆǒD¬ǧƿýǒŖ=�5áß

Ȁ(ĚĤ�~uǳá�ƃµƁ)ļýŰ��jŬÉ2�Õ��Ȁ(ŔØō¶�ǣ

ư�źƌŔ�ýǒǧǌĮ¿Ȍ�¶ƞƖÉ¿ȌL@ĤHÜĄōøűű�K÷ç�

Ļİ?ĤH@Ȁ(É�ź�qĊ-ƃµñǭŭHĊŪÚƉŲł@ÚƉøŬ�Ĝ,

%ƅéÉ(ăY�WY-P)ÚƉűű52�(ă� *!áƿaŁƅé�]ƅ

é�Ăû÷ÉëĠ��çÚƉƽǜĥ�Ƙýǒģ×Ŋ�~5á�ǆ÷Ĭģ×É

ðȃƤĘ�ÊĐżÌ�Räƴ�;Ć�Ȁ(Ƥĉ�ýǒǧǌĮ�ǾĤƐ�ǾtƐ

űű�ŒĭƐƽðȃÉŠȓƑÌĚu¬ǽkƽŔƋ�ǜĥéŖ=Õǆ÷ƽŒƥģ

ÒâĪ>Ǵǿ�LÑǨĊƝŐ�qĊ<VƸ-ǆ&ƠŒƥŖ=Éǜĥǎ| ÃÅ

·������þ �
���!��ƀȖ-ãOÚƉŖ=ǆāǤ<VÉ�ǜøƬ�ƫç{�

ǦǟŒƥ�{�ƽǛuÉŠȓĚu�{�ƿŔ�ƣǼÉÚƉ¨hűű�÷N=�
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bŠȓÉǽkǢƐ�ȔĐżÌTLıÊȀ(ÉƤĘ�§Ɓ% ǵŽ�ýǒģ× �

ƀȖ�����!��

ȃÀê�ýǒŁƑÉŖÐŋƬL@ĤHƿ�êŰ�,ú3qÉEȆ4�zǏ

É=ȅ��0ô,ǏǃÖðS3Ǆ�ĤH<Vĸ²ÉŭHêŰ-�ð�ÉǑØ�

Rä���ýǒƿ��jƬ��ǜÚƉűű�Ĝ�5Y�W�ſȂð6Ěu5

ŁƑ�«{ŠȓŁƑ�Œƥ�ǜģ�ǌƫ2�Ì��ǝŔØć�ōøć�ĤHů

ȓƿ�ǋģ ��ǫH�Ʈ×p°!�ƵĤƐȇƬ(ăűű�ĲEȆ4-ŭŀ�ê

�ýǒŁƑĽƾÉ2�(ăǎƂŃz�Jr�ÉīƑǇħï3ðq�+ƙĬěƯ

ê�ýǒŁƑ4ýǒ2�Ì52�;ĆĞ%ÇĎ�qĊ-ĵėê�ýǒǖ�Ìƽ

ðȃýǒ2�Ì5ð6ȃÓ��

�
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ƌ5ǧ� ĤªĺȨC±Ā�

1&ĤªĺȨC±Ā�

À�1ŷĺȨųɂüǺǀG%ȜıF�ųǠC±Āüã·%ĞɮŚĂ~,ɭ

ôƇȔĥŨǦGñȜÍáYRƪŨĀ%fěȨX&Ȕ±6&ǉ�Ʃ±Ā&ȭ�ƃ

ĺ6Ł&ɆĺŅǁ-*ĞɮŚ%���	%Ļ ��+'VÝĠȒʂüĤªĺȨƇǠDǨɕ

�ųǠQCR%ŪȓüC±Ā6ȥÉĠƊ�%÷î²¸Ƴá,�ųǠRȎƑQC

H=%Ūȓ1ŷųɂŬ\üzƇ%áǹȴŭǒģüC±6ŁƊ�%f½4ƒɞȭ

âNüªĝ6Ł&ĺȨȔ±6%æƒɞqĴƛŰªüŬ\ƇǠɿÐü6Ł)ĺȨ

Ʃ±)±�&±ǉ&ȭ�6'ĺȨɆȔ)Ȕ±6&ȇĎȨX&ȆX&�ĺ&Ɇĺ

Đ&ƃĺŅ'ªĝC±)�Ȁ&Əɲ'fǬ)YŌ&tĹƚĲ&ơčR¾&ɸȣ&

��� òɸ-*÷î²%���	%Ļ 	
+'�

ōȺīÏĀwÔŪȓĺȨȔ±üǨɾ%_S�ĊYɰü�ɻ%_=ŴĤªĺ

ȨƇǠNüĺȨC±Ā×ǤųǠȓɟ´%QĶÝC±Nł'�

*1+�Ȁ6Ł)�

�ǐèȔ±1ľūǠĺȨ±ČĊ%ȜıųǠü�Ȁ6ŁÚīÏsƬü

ȜÍ%_Sƿǜɪ6üsƬé«%ĞɮŚĚb,�Ì1ŷŬ\ƿªĲƽ� ��"��

üāȋ%ƥuȜ ñɁüĊȔC±%ĊȔC±üŋW6ûĠ ���� "�!"���

���� "�� ��%^ıC±�ƲƴĤªȨļüŗŨ&Ǎ1ËƿɳxÚɕǗæhŘ

üļŎƿŃ%×¢gưÅǈÜ sƬȩ9üǞ6ÕɧħȄ=ɪ6%�ŉħ

ɧĮȆXǍªĮƺNüųɂƗȀ'�ȫéɧ=ƍ�sƬȩ9üɪ6Hq%ż

=ÚĈıƇȔǞųɂ-*ĞɮŚ%���	%Ļ ��+'÷î²?Ƴá �� 6Ł�
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,ëʀɧĮĖ%ƚ�ɪ6üsƬé«%f½ȼɿüļŎǳȮ-*÷î²%���	%

Ļ 	
+'�

�� ÇȇüÒ© ɚɯ¯�ǠGüīƿƣą%,�� ǟƮůôsƬȱ

ĢñƢɺbüĤªĺȨsƬƿŃŗǃ%æţǒ^Ȍ&Ȕ±ƣ&�ƽƣ&ďǖ

ƣ&Ǡŧƣǁ��jǐ.�ďǟɵ/%Ǩ|ǟɵ�Łì¢ĪIƩǚȾɎ%Î

éĺȨļŎ&sƬQƊ&ȆXÃǊfǬ&ªȴďǖXùǁĺȨƇČé«Sų

Ōǽȍɤđ'¥Ė%ę�ďǟɵñÎéüĺȨūČé«ưÅȳ�üȔ±6%

Ǎª�ɆȆ�_SųɂɆȔǁC±-*ĞɮŚ%���	%Ļ ��+'�

*5+ȆX)�

ĴƛȇŬȆ�ü6%^ıC±ħ×ȺȆ�ƽĹ%ȇɩźǛ%_ǖǹǉ

�üǚė'Ȓʂx_ĺȨȉɯũQȆX%°@į>hQħȁ9Ħ&ťǿĦ

_SƩ±Ħ<ȉɯč'¨ôȆXƖĘŽüZ�ē�M%ǿĠŬ\Pk^Ʉ

üȈɅĥŨðƩ±ɱɓ&@ųšŊĺȨĥŨ&ĺȨƋ%ĂȇðȷŬƬ�_

Să�ȿŞüȆŬǧ}%? ȆĀǟ[Ǹ§ɠűş ���� Ŷ¨Ŭ\Pk%

lq? 1ÖǨĭ6ð�L6ǟžɠ6Ʌ'*Ƹǭ�%���
+�

*<+Ȕ±6)�

ǦĺȨūČüȔ±ǡíȫȖHĖ%=1ľǒģĈĠǣƧŴȆ�À�Ʃ

±ȓƇb%�ĖɹȔ±>%ƨķıüŰªĀƱĠȔ±6%ƌ1Ë%Ȕ±6

ǟ�âé�ȳüĺȨZ�%Õǐè�F�üƩ±ĀǍª,ɗȆ-%Ǧ�á1

éȥǏüȆ�Ė%Ȕ±6_SȔ±ƣǟã��Ȁƣ_Sďǖƣü6Ł1Ş

Ǎª,ɅȆǟɵ-%�ɅȆǒģ% ŉĿȆXðŬ\PküţȠ^Ȍǟ1�

Ūd%ĜɅȆ�ŉ%Ȕ±6ȜıīÏȆXŒȲ%_ĈÅbÜ sƬǐƿȩ
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ŘüȆ�Ú�Ɇ%ǦÎéÀȆ�HĖ%Ȕ±6Ʊǟǐè�ſɆĺĐɆȔŬ

\%�ŉ%Ȕ±6?ǟĴƛȌŻĖɹüȆ�ČȲ'*ĞɮŚ%���	(ɝ¿�%

����+'�

,Ȕ±6Ţ4ɋȆXɅȆ%ĚȹȆXŬȆ%Îéȭ�&ƃĺ&¬Ď%

æPk^ȌÎé^vȆ_q%ƠĬǆ&ȆXüźȑ&Ŭ\üƚĲǁǁƥu

ǕŪȓǚÑ%h_ȗĠÎé1ŷŬ\êŉñ ºƆüZ�%�¢`üÒ©

ƱǿĠǻȣGüȹȇ1Ȧ%ƨUÎé41ŷŬ\ü£QHJ:ü�ƀ-*Ƹ

ǭ�%���
%Ļ 	�+'�

*p+±�6)�

±�ĀȜǇsƬȜÍȟbŐǋĀȜıüȆ�',ĤªĺȨɷôĺȨūČ

wȲ%uǕɍŸȶɼĀü�Ȟ%�¢%İƂǍ7ųǠĤªĺȨƩ±Ȑǃ%

K� 1éǀđüþǟɬĩ%fěůwüĺȨǡí&sƬǡí%Sɝƫü

ĺȨƚƧ%Õ]Ǩŵ¼�F�ǲŜ-*ŷłǥ%����%Ļ 
	+'�

*J+±ǉ6)�

ȆǉƱĠ,ƍ�Ȇ�üY�-%±ǉ6ƨķıüC±¸Ġ�ğ üĸ

â=%fě�ȥ&oȥ&Ŏ�&ɮǪ&Ĩ¨^ɥüĸâG%Tɡ�ėŕ&

ɈƼȓƹƶY�%ÚÀ�ǜıǖǹǄȶɼ6üƽĹȓźǛ'ǴŵÑüC±

Z�Ġ� �%�|±ǉ6Ǚǉ%FǺ? TǺÚüC±źÃ'*ƦȨɀ%

����(Ƥćõ%����+'�

*O+ȭ�Ā)�

,ĤªȆ�üȭ�C±%ƨɝƫ�ȗ%ƱĠŴȆ�üƁĕ*?ƱĠŬ

üƣ�+Š>¬Ď%ȓȭſȆ�N�ģHǔÂ-*ƦĒȚ%����%Ļ ��+'
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ƦĒȚ?Ƴá,ȭ�Āüȭ�C±%ŹŀèŔÊbƿ%áȭ��ČüÀ�%

ôÝGǟ 1ÖƩǚüƿƵ%SȂôºƆ�@ƊĹĊHŬ\Ɇĺüŝɰ'

ÜɿÚȗ%ȭ�ĀƿƵü�Z%h_Qħ=�OǓ)Ɓĕü¬Ď%ĊĎ&

ǑĎȓÁĎ%��%ɞɿüŲđ%Ǻąæĺ©'ƨĖċɏ�ƞÖƿƵɚ%

ÕȓūČªȴʃɚ±1Ơǂ-*ƦĒȚ%����%Ļ $��+'�

*2+ȨX)�

ȨX^ıüC±ĠȇĎȨȸ%1řŵÑüȨXȭâfě)�`X&ə

ȪX&ÓƷ&ǾX&�ĺǁǁ%ȨXüC±Ġ×ȺȆ�ȜÍȻ±Ȩȸ%Ú

ķƆȭ�ĀñÀ�üĺȨȦȘ*Ƥćõ%����(Ƹǭ�%���
+'�

*8+ɆĺŅ)�

_Ċ�ƺüɆĺÄƕm ƫĵɆĺ%ĖÚŠ�6üri¦¡ƿŃb�

ɿÿǑüǜǿ%ñ_Ƈz4ɣĵɆĺ%ȇǍáăaůôūǠ>ü¤Ǐ%b

Ɔ4�ĵɆĺ*Ƥćõ%����+'Ƹǭ�Ěb,ɆĺŅ^ıĠĴƛŬ\üɆ

ĺC±%�Ŭ\Ȕ±ǺǀGɷôÄƕ6ŁüÒ©%ƟŵƥĠ|Ȕ±6ưÅ

ĄƺŠ�üɆĺŅ*Ƹǭ�%���
%Ļ ��+'�

*3+ƃĺŅ)�

ƃĺ%ƱĠƒ�Ȇ�%ŴF�üȨȸ&6ɑǁǁƒ��1ĽȆ%fě

�«&ÿǑǛ&ɉƄ&Ňö&ĺǏ@Bǁǁ'Ƥćõ*����+ĚbƃĺĠ

�ŤĺȨ>=ȠĹüƒ�%|ô6ü¦¡h_µɛ@Bɑȓɑĺüșă%

ñ_ƃĺŅǟ×ǤñɁü^ŹɭĉÚŠǩɑĺ%ǯǆȧɌ�ɿĺƬ%¶{

ĺȨǦGF�üɑĺMŔÚÀ�Ȇ�üƽĹ'�

�
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*:+yŶĖƺƔƅCǀŅ�

yŶĖƺƔƅ;ȊŤ���!"� ���%^ıĠ�Ɣƅ1ŷųɂGÌĽȆĪ

ȂüŨȃĺǏ%ʁƓɼǴħǅȳ*Ƥćõ%����+%?hʁ �� �F�üȤ

ótnȤóŉ%ƓɼüǛåƥ0Ȧǅȳ'�

*:1+�� zƇū�

yŶĖƺƔƅÀĖ%ǟƇz1\yŶ%yŶɇ¸ş¨ �� CȢÞø&

ɘ\æɊú%�ŉ%éȬüŬ\NĻƚĲċ�|�ßȢū�ȔqfǬ%À

�Ė%>ĶÛǓ�ČQ´Ɩş¨fǬȢū%Ǎªƒ�_zƇųɂ�Č%ɇ
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