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Abstract

This is a dissertation statement which focused on classification of ancient
characters found in Pre-Qin Bamboo Manuscripts I and II that collected by Tsinghua
University. The Bamboo manuscripts characters can be divided into two main categories,
content word and function word. Content Word can be subdivided into noun, numeral,
classifier, verb, adjective and pronoun. Function word can be subdivided into adverb,
preposition, conjunction, particles, discourse markers, interjection and difficult words
that can be classified to two different groups of words. In addition, content word and
function word can be further subdivided into few more categories according to the
meaning of passage, meaning of words and sentence, syntactic function, grammatical
meaning and the other grammatical writings.

After careful studied, categorization of the characters of Bamboo manuscripts and
others research steps, conclusion had been drawn, there are 763 nouns that consists of 325
single-syllable words, 310 double syllable words, 98 triple syllable words and 30 multi-
syllable words. 19 numeral words which consists of 16 single-syllable words and 3
double-syllable words. There are only 7 classifiers which are all single-syllable word. 417
verbs consist of 394 single-syllable words, 22 double-syllable words and 1 triple-syllable
word. There are 108 adjectives which consists of 96 single-syllable words and 12 double-
syllable words. There are 27 pronouns which consists of 25 single-syllable words and 2
double-syllable words.

Whether classical or modern Chinese language, function word is a sum of words
that have some characteristics likes closed, can be listed, obvious changes in syntax
features and syntactic functions, and only have grammatical meaning. Even though
function words haven’t lexical meaning like content words, but, a sentence can’t be
express fully and complete means without exist and usage of these words. These
phenomena also happen in unearthed documents and other documents that passed from
generation to generation. There are adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, particles,
discourse markers, interjections and difficult words. Majorities of these words are single-
syllable.

Some Chinese words has been existed for a long time as those words can be found
in Pre-Qin oracle and ancient bronze inscription, for example, yu( T ) ,
Yu(F)bu(R) fu(F) ,ruC) er(B) ,ruoCE5) ,wo () ,zen(B) ,yu( ) ,qi( ) j
ue(JfR) ,wu(77)) ,wu(t)etc. The studies of oracle and ancient bronze inscription had
shown that content words and function words had certain syntax features and syntactic
functions. There are some similarities and differences when it comes to how the words
was used. The way of these two categories of words were used and its grammatical
requirements are both worthy of more discussion.

Conclusion, in order to understand what were written on those Tsinghua Bamboo
iii
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manuscripts, first, we have to understand the ancient characters. Study of its grammar is
the second step, which is the second level of study of Bamboo manuscripts. Grammatical
study can be help to understand the Bamboo manuscripts better and ensure the

inscriptions of the Bamboo manuscripts go smoothly.

Keywords: Tsinghua Bamboo manuscript  classical of words ~ content word

function word  syntax feature  syntactic function
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